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Prevention Science 
Research Advances

Etiology/Epidemiology of Problem Behaviors

Â Identify risk and protective factors that 
predict problem behaviors and describe 
their distribution in populations.

Efficacy Trials

Â Design and test preventive interventions 
to interrupt causal processes that lead to 
youth problems.



Risk Factors for
Adolescent Problem Behaviors

VVVVVExtreme Economic Deprivation

VVV
Low Neighborhood Attachment and 

Community Disorganization

VVVVTransitions and Mobility

VMedia Portrayals of Violence
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Community Laws and Norms Favorable 

Toward Drug Use, Firearms, and Crime

VVAvailability of Firearms

VVAvailability of Drugs
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