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Objectives

ÂWhy should schools care about prevention 
of adolescent behavioral health problems?

ÂWhat is the research base for prevention 
science?

ÂHow can schools and communities use the 
research base for prevention to improve 
academic success and reduce behavioral 
health problems?



Â Poverty 
Â Delinquency and Drug Abuse
Â Academic Competence

Kelly et al., 2015; Battin et al., 2000; Newcomb et al., 2002

Leading Predictors of School 

Dropout



Academic Competence, 
Delinquency, and Drug 
Abuseé

Â Are the strongest predictors of 
dropout

Â Are modifiable

Â Share common predictors (risk 
and protective factors)


